Clarence Darrow Society Reactivated
Second-year day student J oh n Catiz one wants to involve alumni in helping nontraditional students p repa re fo r law
practice. The stu d ents, w h o a ttend law school later in lift, usually after success in another career, are lookingfol" alumni
w ho were nontrad itional students th emselves, to share experiences and help network after graduation. Jo hn is interested
in sp eakers for such topics as "Ho w to Manage a L aw Office, " "Ho w to M anage Your O wn P ractice, Wha t Wo rks,
W hat D oesn 't. " Please ca LL h im at 4 10-740-1575 or the alumni office at 4 10-7 06-207 0

ifyou can help
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a meeti ng.

NEW BEGINNINGS FOR
NONTRADITIONAL STUDENTS
David Carrera

The first year of law school is always a
new beginning, but particularly so for
17 entering students in the class of
1998. The class includes almost twice as
many "terminal degree" recipients as any
class in the school's history. A terminal
degree is the highest level of formal education in a field of study. James Forsyth, assistant dean
for admissions, believes these nontraditional students
are a vital part of the student body. "The insight and
career experience they lend to the classroom are invaluable and enrich the overall law school experience for
every student, " he says.
The class of 1998 claims students with MDs, PhDs,
EdDs and DDSs. Their careers include running for
public office, directing a pathology department and
teaching Spanish. They are graduates of Harvard,
Columbia and Johns Hopkins, to name a few.
Why would someone with such educational credentials and professional success give up an established
career, good income and free time to enter law school? I
was curious myself and found most interesting answers .
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In alm ost every case, the
underlying reason fo r attending
law school is to make a difference. T he desire to create
change overrides the need for a
comfortable routine for most of
these people. The opportuni ty
to make a difference-in health
ca re, medical liabili ty, criminal
justice, public office, land use
and environmental regulations,
scientific patent law or the lives
of disadva ntaged people- is
often the reason why becoming
a lawyer is so important to this
gro up .
One student struck me as
especially interesting. A
C hinese immigrant, he has
lived in this country for only
10 years, received master's and
doctoral degrees in electrical
and computer engineering
from Drexel University and
risen to the positio n of executi ve director of research and
development at Renaissance
T echnologies Inc. in N ewtown,
Pennsylva nia. H e holds two
U.S . patents, has published 35
journal articles and received
several academic awards. A husband and father, Xiang Wa ng
speaks three languages and is
hopeless ly addicted to tackl ing
challenges.
What struck me the mos t
about Dr. W ang was his spirit.
G rowing up in a co untry with a
long history of dictatorship , he
beat the odds by succeeding.
N ow he is d rive n by a des ire to
mesh his technical skills with
legal ones and to influence
political and eco nomic rei a-

tionships between the United
States and China. I talked with
Dr. W ang in August, just
before classes began.
As a scientist and corporate
executive, what led you to
return to the classroom and
what are your plans once you
receive your law degree?
I have been working for a
number of years. I see many
people in indust ry who can do
technical work but do no t
understand the legal system. In
addition , many lawyers do not
comprehend the technology
because it changes so quickly.
Excellent scientists in both
countries have problems, not
because of their knowledge of
technology, but because of
their lack of knowledge about
the laws governing their activity.
As a scien tist, I feel I can
contribute more if I also kn ow
the legal system and am able to
bring scientists and lawyers
together. This is especially
impo rtant in this global economy. As individuals and co rporations increase business do ne
in Asia, particularly in the technological industry, laws will be
needed that both countries recognize in order to protect products and the eco nomic wellbeing of the countries involved.
I see myself as a person who
can link these things together
in additio n to being a scientist.

What experience accounts for
your desire to see change in
China's legal system?
As a child, I remember
quite vividly the Cultural
Revolution from 1966 to 1976.
People killed each other for
what seemed like no apparent
reason. The country was in
chaos. Unfortunately, that was
also the most precious time of
my educational life, the time
when basic education shapes
one's knowledge and morals.
I started elementary school
in 1966 and finished high
school in 1976. For those 10
years most time was wasted
because the schools were usually closed. They were open only
for very short times. Colleges
were closed. It was a chaotic
situation with no law-no
lawyers, judges or courts. The
loss of life was atrocious. After
Mao died in 1976, the killing
stopped and the Culrural
Revolution ended. Myexperience as a young person in
China underscores my desire to
see change brought to the legal
system .
How did you study and learn
about the rest of the world?
During the 1960s and
1970s, China was still under a
Communist regime and
America was portrayed as the
worst place on earth. We were
told that people were killed in
the streets, starving to death,
ete. After Mao died, the door
opened. In 1973, Nixon began
diplomatic relations with

uate from college,
China. Chinese people
went to America and
your job is assigned by
the government. So
found a totally differin exchange for not
ent country than what
they were told.
allowing me to
go to America,
They saw skyDr. Xiang Wang,
they gave me a
scrapers, highclass of 1998, hopes to
list of jobs
ways, cars and
combine experience in
from which I
everything
science, technology and
China didn't
industry with knowledge of could choosehave.
the law for a new career in
something
My knowlinternational business.
unheard of at
edge about
the time. I
chose the best
America was
very limited-one piece from
job, in Beijing, where much
here and one piece from there,
was known about America. I
newspapers, movies-all conlearned I could take an examtrolled by the government. My
the equivalent of the GREimage of America was of a
and come to America myself,
high-tech cOUImy where people
which I did. I received a schollived well and education
arship from Drexel Universiry
thrived.
in 1984-two years after I
I had the idea of coming
graduated. Because I came to
to America before I finished
America to study on my terms
college at Szechuan Universiry,
and not the Chinese government's, I feel no obligation. I
but the only way that I could
do so was as an international
sleep better at night.
student. I studied very hard to
pass a national entrance exam
How do you see the United
and was accepted in 1982 for
States and China interacting
study in America. The World
in the future?
Bank funded the program . I
Now we're in a global
was one of two people picked
economy. China is America's
from my school to study for a
second largest trade parrnerPhD. Just before my physical
second only to Japan. Ten to
exam, I received a phone call
15 years ago. China barely
saying my plans were cancelled.
made the list of trade partners
I was told , "You're not politiwith the U.S. China needs
cally right-you don't help out
America's technology products
your parry. " I wasn 't an official
and the U.S. needs China's
member of the Communist
market. Therefore, we have a
Parry, so they cancelled me.
perfect match. I see myself,
. That marked the moment my
once I graduate from law
first dream was killed.
school, as a person with a techIn China, when you gradnical and a legal background

who is able to put deals together for both countries, predominantly with regard to technology products and international
corporate transactions. The
technology industry will be
most mutually beneficial to
both countries.
Is the American legal system as
you know it adaptable to the
Chinese culture?
The two culrures are so
different from each other; some
issues can be learned and others
cannot. The law with regard to
the technological industry is
adaptable, with some modification. Chinese intellectual properry laws recently have been
established. Many of these laws
have been adapted from the
American system.
Explain in lay terms, the fWO
patents you hold.
The patents deal with noninvasive hemodynamic monitoring systems. Patients usually
are monitored for their cardiac
output or heart function with a
catheter, a device used inside
your body. It's invasive, carries
risk of infection and it costs a
lot of money. Each year there
are 38 million operations in
this country. Sixry thousand
people will die needlessly this
year from complications caused
by the use of catheters.
My patents involve methods that noninvasively monitor
patients' hemodynamic systems. My method can be
applied by a nurse. Ir doesn' t
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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DEAN'S PARTNERS
INITIATIVE
LAUNCHED
On June 5, 1995, Graeme
Bush, chairman of the 1995-96
Law School Fund Board, was
host for a dinner meeting at the
firm Caplin & Drysdale in
Washington, D.C. Invitees
included selected members of
the Maryland Law School
Club. The meeting introduced
the Dean's Partners initiative,
aimed at involving the school's
most committed supporters in
the face-to-face solicitation
process as well as bolstering
support at the $2,000 level and
above.
The dinner meeting was a
rremendous success, raising
more than $12,000 in new
unrestricted support to the Law
School Fund. More important,
it involved eight alumni in the
art of peer solicitation. Each
participant selected five alumni
to visit in regard to their gift to
the 1995-96 Law School Fund.
This effort is the first of its
kind at the University of
Maryland School of Law. We
plan to hold similar dinner
meetings in the future and
hope that you will join us in
our effort to become the
nation's top public law school.

FROM PAGE 11 DR. XIANG WANG
require a doctor, an x-ray technician or an anesthesiologist,
and there is no risk of infection.
It's less expensive, simple to
perform and virtually risk-free
to the patien t.

WHAT'S NEW?

What is the biggest asset you
will lend to the legal profession
or the study of law?
There are people, perhaps
not many, who have strong
technical backgrounds and who
eventually went on to study
law. Those people can bring
technology and law together,
and they have the potential to
make a big impact in a changing world where economies are
now viewed on a global basis.
They can bring countries
together with a goal of economic well-being. Everything is
high-tech and will continue to
be high-tech, resulting in more
issues that will require backgrounds in more than one discipline.

assembly. My job also entails
screening patents and developing new products, as well as
researching contracts between
corporations-a responsibility
that requires a great deal of
travel.

As executive director of
research and development at
Renaissance Technologies,
what are your responsibilities?
My day-to-day responsibilities include technical evaluation of current and new products. We evaluate patenrs from
other companies to see if there
is the need ro develop new
products. We are not a mass
manufacturing company. We
design and protect product
development and then subcontract ro other companies for

What is your goal once you are
armed with a law degree and
where do you see yourself professionally five to ten years
from now?
My goal will be eventually
ro have my own firm that will
deal with international business, in particular technology
issues fused rogether between
the Asian countries and
America. Either that or eventually I will get involved in political matters with the two countries.
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/fyotlr class note daes not appear ill the next issue, we haven't forgotten yotl!
Due to the volume ofS.I. T.s, there may be a delay in publication. Thallks for
yottr patience.
L _____________________________________________ _

If you had two minutes to tell
thousands of lawyers anything
you wished, what would you
say?
I wish the opportunity ro
study the law had presented
itself much earlier. If I could
have become a lawyer sooner, I
might have already made an
impact. But, of course, that's
not possible. I envy all who
have the knowledge provided
by a legal education , and sometimes wish that everyone who
has the ability will at some
point decide ro make a difference, regardless of where they
choose to make that difference.
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